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. TEZAVEH 1979 - JAY PALEY'S BAR MITZVAH

In Tezaveh we start off by learning about the pure olive oil which was beaten for the light
which was to be burnt continually in the Tabernacle. In every Synagogue we still have an
eternal light which stands for Jews .i% to G-d. We also have in this Torah portion

a list of the clothes the high priest was to ear in the Tabernalce. He wore seven garments,
symbol of holiness, 7 holy number. On breast had all Jewish people symbolized by Ureem

and Tuneen, on forehead a gold band which said Holy to G-d. A symbol that man doesn't

know everything. Purim a symbol of how everything on surface looks cut and dried but beneath
the surface everything not so simple. We don't even know where electron is going around
atom. High Priest all wore these clothes when serving in Tabernacle. When not in Tabernacle
didn't wear these clothes. If he wore clothes ordinary priest when serving in Tabernacle
service posul, unfit. He had a role to play. The role, though, didn't make him any better
than anyone else. We all play many roles in life. But they don't make us any better. When
we have talents we're not responsible for them. If tall or have a voice or a brilliant mind
can't take credit for them. They were given to us. A retarded child learns to go to the
bathroom or eat sometimes had to exert as much effort as someone else to earn a Ph.D. G-d
looks at the effort. Being humble doesn't mean to say that the things you do no good. It
means that you don't expect a lot of honor and privilege because you use the gifts G-d gave
you. This Torah portion is only once since Moshe's birth in which his name isn't mentioned.
The Rabbis ask why. One answer because he told G-d once when defending Jewish people that if
G-d wouldn't save Jewish people to wipe him out from his book. G-d did save Jewish people
but wiped Moshe from one portion. The other reason is because Moshe didn't want people to
say that he appointed Aron to be the High Priest. Aron was chosen because of his own qualities.
What were Aron's qualities, he was Meetach Bnai Yisroel. He was from of Bnai
Yisrael. He knew how to relate to Jewish people. Moshe really wanted to be high priest

but G-d said Aron should be even though Aron not as intellectual or strong as Moshe but he
was close to people. He could relate to them. Aron was to light the eternal light. The
fire of eternal light. What are charactertics of fire? Continually burns, never satisfied,
and fanned by combining. People used to think fanned by losing quality called phlogisten.

Not true. By combining with oxygen fire grows. Aron was chosen to be high priest because

he could play role of high priest but when took off robes he could mix with people, he had
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warmth, could keep fire of Judaism burning in their hearts. We all play roles. Aron didn't
have intellect of brother but that's not important. He had warmth and kindness. Not
important if others can run faster, smarter, what is important that kind, warm, and humane.
Jay, you play already many roles. Just remember to be warm, kind, human being.

Story about little girl staying in motel, always meet the man across the street. Finally
after two weeks the man turned to girl and said, "What's the matter? Can't your parents
find a home?" She said, "Sir, we have a home. We just haven't found a house to put it in."

Role you play not important. What is important the warmth and kindness you can offer.




